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Babe Ruth was part of a team of American All-Stars who toured Japan in 1934.
That visit and Ruth’ s tremendous appeal to the Japanese people, led to the
birth of the baseball culture here. This is a replica of a sculpture from
Hanshin Koshien Stadium, a baseball icon in Japan. Sculptor Yutaka Matsuoka was
commissioned to create the piece to commemorate Ruth’ s visit and friendship.

This plaque is presented by Hanshin Koshien Stadium and the Hanshin Tigers
baseball team to celebrate the opening of Sports Legends at Camden Yards, and to
recall the US—Japan baseball cultural exchange and friendship between the two
countries started by the Babe, with the hopes of building a stronger
relationship through baseball.

May 2005 Hanshin Koshien Stadium
Hanshin Tigers
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